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Ph. D. Program in Sociology 
CUNY Graduate Center 
365 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10016  
Phone: 212-817-8777 
e-mail: jtorpey@gc.cuny.edu  
 
CURRENT POSITION 
Professor, Ph. D. Program in Sociology, City University of New York (CUNY) Graduate Center, July 

2005- present. 
 
PREVIOUS PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology and Sociology and the Institute for European Studies, 

University of British Columbia, July 2000-present (on leave 2005-6). 
 Associate Head, Department of Anthropology and Sociology, July 2004-December 2004. 
 Interim Director, Institute for European Studies, January-June 2005. 
 
Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology and Sociology and the Institute for European 

Studies, University of British Columbia, July 1999-June 2000. 
 
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Univ. of California, Irvine, July 1996-June 2000; 
 Chair, International Studies Faculty Board, July 1997-June 1999. 
 
Visiting Professor, Department of Sociology, Boğaziçi University, Istanbul, Turkey, Summer 1999. 
 
Program Officer, Jennings Randolph Program for International Peace, United States Institute of Peace, 
 Washington, D. C., 1994-95 
 
Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Mount Holyoke College, 
 South Hadley, MA, 1993-94. 
 
 
EDUCATION 
University of California, Berkeley, Department of Sociology.  M.A., 1987; Ph.D., 1992 
  
Amherst College, Department of Political Science, B. A., magna cum laude, 1981 
 
 
ACADEMIC HONORS AND FELLOWSHIPS 
Author, “Author Meets Critics” panel on Making Whole What Has Been Smashed, Annual Meeting of the 

Eastern Sociological Society, Pittsburgh, PA, March 20007. 
 
Visiting Scholar, Hoover Chair in Economic and Social Ethics, Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium, 

October-November 2003. 
 
Author, “Author Meets Critics” panel on The Invention of the Passport, Annual Meeting of the Social 

Science History Association, Pittsburgh, PA, October 2000. 

mailto:jtorpey@gc.cuny.edu
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ACADEMIC HONORS AND FELLOWSHIPS, cont’d. 
Fellow, German American Academic Council-SSRC Summer Institute on Immigration, Integration, and 
 Citizenship, Berlin, July 1997/New School for Social Research, July 1996. 
 
Fellow, German Marshall Fund, January 1-September 30, 1997. 
 
Fellow, National Endowment for the Humanities, July 1-December 31, 1996. 
 
Fellow, National Humanities Center, Research Triangle Park, North Carolina, 1996-97 (declined). 
 
Jean Monnet Fellow, European University Institute, Florence, Italy, 1995-96. 
 
Participant, National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar on “Intellectuals and Power in 
 20th Century Europe,” directed by Prof. Robert Wohl, Dept. of History, UCLA, Summer 1994. 
 
Post-Doctoral Fellow, Program for the Study of Germany & Europe, Center for European Studies, 
 Harvard University, 1992-93. 
 
Dissertation Fellow, Department of Sociology, UC Berkeley, 1991-92. 
 
Dissertation Research Fellow, International Research and Exchanges Board, Berlin, June-Sept. 1991. 
 
Fellow, German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), for dissertation research at Free University in 
 (West) Berlin, October 1990-May 1991. 
 
Award Recipient, UC Berkeley Group for Research on Feminism and Gender Paper Competition, 1987 
 (for “A New ‘Slave Revolt in Morals’?”; see Publications). 
 
Regents Fellow, University of California, Berkeley, 1987-88. 
 
DAAD Stipend Recipient, for participation in Interdisciplinary Seminar in German Studies, “Re-
 Presenting the Past: Postwar Politics and Culture in the FRG and the GDR,” Summer 1987. 
 
Outstanding Teaching Assistant, Department of Sociology, Fall 1986. 
 
 
RESEARCH AND CONFERENCE GRANTS 
Research Grant, “Reparations for Historical Injustices,” Social Sciences and Humanities Research 

Council of Canada (SSHRC), AY2002-2005 ($70,520). 
 
Research Grant, “Commemoration, Redress, and Reconciliation in the Integration of Immigrant 

Communities,” Research on Immigration and Integration in the Metropolis (RIIM) Project, 
Vancouver, AY2002-2003 ($20,500). 

 
Research Grant, “Alexis de Tocqueville: Sociological Pioneer,” Hampton Fund, UBC, AY2002-2003 

($15,000). 
 
Grant to Support Thematic Lecture Series, “Reckoning With Race: The Concept and its Consequences in 

the 21st Century,” Leon and Thea Koerner Foundation, to be held during AY2002-2003 ($5,000). 
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RESEARCH AND CONFERENCE GRANTS, cont’d. 
Thematic Lecture Series Grant, “Reckoning With Race: The Concept and its Consequences in the 21st 

Century,” Green College, UBC, to be held during AY2002-2003 ($10,000). 
 
Exploratory Workshop Grant, “Reparations for Historical Injustices,” Peter Wall Institute for Advanced 

Studies, University of British Columbia; workshop held Nov. 1-3, 2001 ($16,000). 
 
University of California Institute for Global Conflict and Cooperation (IGCC), AY 1999-2000, for 
 research on reparations payments to non-state groups in the postwar world ($13,476). 
 
University of California Center for German and European Studies Research Assistantship Grant, 
 Summer 1999, for research on reparations to non-state groups in the postwar world ($3000). 
 
ASA/NSF Fund for the Advancement of the Discipline Award, Fall 1998, for research on gated 
 communities in the United States ($4000; declined). 
 
UC Irvine Center for the Study of Democracy Faculty Research Grant, Summer 1998, for research on 
 reparations payments to non-state groups in the postwar world ($1500). 
 
UC Irvine Global Peace and Conflict Studies (GPACS) Undergraduate Student/Faculty Research Grant, 
 Spring 1998, for research on gated communities ($800). 
 
UC Irvine Global Peace and Conflict Studies (GPACS) Faculty Research Grant, Winter/Spring 1998, for 
 research on gated communities ($6000). 
 
Council for European Studies Workshop Support Program, grant for workshop on “Documenting 
 Individual Identity: The Development of State Practices Since the French Revolution,” 
 December 1998 ($3000). 
 
University of California, Irvine, Program in Conference and Research Workshop Support, grant for 
 workshop on “Documenting Individual Identity: The Development of State Practices Since the 
 French Revolution,” December 1998 ($3400). 
 
University of California Humanities Research Institute Workshop Grant, for workshop on 
 “Documenting Individual Identity: The Development of State Practices Since the French 
 Revolution,” December 1998 ($4700). 
 
UC Irvine Global Peace and Conflict Studies (GPACS) Undergraduate Student/Faculty Research Grant, 
 Spring Quarter, 1997, for research on citizenship and military service ($800). 
 
UC Irvine Faculty Senate Research Grant, Winter Quarter, 1997, for research on citizenship and military 
 service ($800). 
 
UC Irvine NSF Democratization Program Seed Grant, Winter Quarter, 1997, for project on the social 
 and political consequences of suburbanization in the post-World War II United ($2000). 
 
Faculty Research Grant, Mount Holyoke College, Spring 1994, for research on Italy’s Northern League 
 ($2500). 
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PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books  
   Making Whole What has Been Smashed: On Reparations Politics (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University 

Press, 2006). 
 Reviewed in the Times Literary Supplement, November 22, 2006, available at: 

http://tls.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,25346-2465962,00.html  
 
   Old Europe, New Europe, Core Europe: Transatlantic Relations after the Iraq War, edited by Daniel 

Levy, Max Pensky and John Torpey (with contributions from Jürgen Habermas and Jacques 
Derrida, Umberto Eco, Susan Sontag, Timothy Garton Ash and Ralf Dahrendorf, Ulrich Beck, et 
al.; London and New York: Verso, 2005).  A Japanese translation is being prepared by Iwanami 
Shoten, a Turkish translation by Yapi Kredi Yayinlari, and a Chinese translation by New 
Century Publishing. 

 
   Politics and the Past: On Repairing Historical Injustices (ed.), Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 

2003. 
 
   Documenting Individual Identity: The Development of State Practices in the Modern World (co-editor,  
 with Jane Caplan), Princeton University Press, 2001. 
 
   The Invention of the Passport: Surveillance, Citizenship, and the State, Cambridge University Press, 

2000.  A Portuguese translation has been published by Temas e Debates (2003), a French 
translation by Belin (2005), and a Japanese translation is being prepared by Hosei Univ. Press. 

 An excerpt has been reprinted as “Coming and Going: On the State Monopolization of the 
Legitimate ‘Means of Movement’,” in Roland Robertson and Kathleen White, eds., 
Globalization: Critical Concepts in Sociology, Vol. II (London: Routledge, 2002); that selection 
will also be reprinted in Spanish translation in a special issue of Zona Abierta (forthcoming). 

 Reviews can be found at: 
http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/AJS/journal/issues/v106n6/106625/106625.html and 
http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/JMH/journal/issues/v74n1/740107/740107.html and 
http://www.historycooperative.org/journals/ahr//106.5/br_132.html  

 Also reviewed by James Rule in Contemporary Sociology 31:4 (June 2002): 449-451. 
 
   Intellectuals, Socialism, and Dissent: The East German Opposition and its Legacy, Minneapolis, MN: 
 University of Minnesota Press, 1995. For discussions of this book on the H-German listserve, see 

http://mail.h-net.msu.edu/~german/books/reviews/bruce-replies.html  
 
 
Refereed Articles and Book Chapters 
   “An Avalanche of History: The ‘Collapse of the Future’ and the Rise of Reparations Politics,” Manfred 

Berg and Bernd Schaefer, eds., Historical Justice in International Perspective (German Historical 
Institute Washington/Cambridge University Press, forthcoming). 

 
   “Dynamics of Denial: Responses to Past Atrocities in Germany, Turkey, and Japan,” in Gi-Wook Shin, 

Soon Won Park, and Daqing Yang, eds., Rethinking Historical Injustice and Reconciliation in 
East Asia: The Korean Experience, (London and New York: Routledge, 2007), pp. 173-191; 
expanded version in German in Handlung, Kultur, Interpretation: Zeitschrift f. Sozial- und 
Kulturwissenschaften 15:2 (Oktober 2006): 305-348. 

http://tls.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,25346-2465962,00.html
http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/AJS/journal/issues/v106n6/106625/106625.html
http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/JMH/journal/issues/v74n1/740107/740107.html
http://www.historycooperative.org/journals/ahr//106.5/br_132.html
http://mail.h-net.msu.edu/%7Egerman/books/reviews/bruce-replies.html
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PUBLICATIONS, cont’d. 
 
Refereed Articles and Book Chapters, cont’d. 
   “Tocqueville and Sociology” (invited review essay), Sociological Forum 21:4 (December 2006): 695-

707. 
 
   “Leaving: A Comparative View,” in Nancy Green and François Weil, eds., Citizenship and Those Who 

Leave: The Politics of Emigration and Expatriation (Urbana, IL: Univ. of Illinois Press, 2006); 
translated into French in Green and Weil, eds., Citoyenneté et émigration: Les politiques du 
départ (Paris: Editions EHESS, 2006), pp. 19-36. 

 
   “Modes of Repair: Reparations and Citizenship at the Dawn of the New Millennium,” invited lead 

article for “Scholarly Controversies” section of Political Power and Social Theory 18 (2006): 
207-226; “Rejoinder,” pp. 259-265. 

 
   “Victims and Citizens: The Discourse of Reparation(s) at the Dawn of the New Millennium,” Stephan 

Parmentier, ed., Out of the Ashes: Reparation for Victims of Gross and Systematic Human Rights 
Violations (Antwerp and Oxford: Intersentia, 2006), pp. 35-50. 

 
   “Imperial Embrace?: Identification and Constraints on Mobility in a Hegemonic Empire,” in Elia Zureik 

and Marc Salter, eds., Global Surveillance: Borders, Security, Identity (Devon, UK: Willan, 
2005)157-172; a revised version appears in Iyotani Toshio, ed., Motion in Place/Place in Motion: 
21st Century Migration (Osaka: Japan Center for Area Studies, 2006) and in Itineraria (Florence) 
Vol. 5 (2006): 121-139. 

 
   “Editor’s Introduction” (33% co-author with Daniel Levy and Max Pensky), in Levy, Pensky, and 

Torpey, eds., Old Europe, New Europe, Core Europe: Essays on Transatlantic Relations after the 
Iraq War (London & New York: Verso, 2005), pp. 1-15. 

 
   “Legalism and its Discontents: The Case of Reparations for Black Americans,” in Austin Sarat, ed., The 

Limits of Law (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2005), pp. 75-108. 
 
   “Religion and Politics in Contemporary World Affairs: The Global Implications of American 

Exceptionalism,” Bulletin of the Royal Institute for Interfaith Studies (Amman), 6:2 
(Autumn/Winter 2004): 1-22. 

 
   “The Pursuit of the Past: A Polemical Perspective,” in Peter Seixas, editor, Theorizing Historical 

Consciousness (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2004), pp. 240-255. 
 
   “World Civility?” (Introduction to special issue, co-authored with Ariel Colonomos) Journal of Human 

Rights 3:2 (June 2004): 139-142. 
 

   “Paying for the Past?: The Movement for Reparations for African-Americans,” Journal of Human 
Rights 3:2 (June 2004): 171-187. 

 
   “Reparations Politics in the 21st Century,” Third World Legal Studies, Volume 2000-2003: 43-63. 
 
   “Introduction: Politics and the Past,” in John Torpey, ed., Politics and the Past: On Repairing 

Historical Injustices (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2003), pp. 1-34. 
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PUBLICATIONS, cont’d. 
 
Refereed Articles and Book Chapters, cont’d. 
    “Passports and the Development of Immigration Controls in the North Atlantic World during the Long 

Nineteenth Century,” in Patrick Weil, Andreas Fahrmeir, and Olivier Faron, eds., From Europe to 
North America (New York: Berghahn Books, 2003), pp. 73-91. 

 
   “’Making Whole What Has Been Smashed’: Reflections on Reparations,” Journal of Modern History  

73: 2 (June 2001): 333-358.  Reprinted in Cherif Bassiouni, ed., Post-Conflict Justice (New 
York: Transnational Publishers, 2002), pp. 217-242. 

 
   “What Future for the Future? Reflections on The Black Book of Communism,” Human Rights Review 

2:2 (solicited for a symposium on The Black Book of Communism; Jan.-March 2001): 135-143. 
 
   “Introduction” (co-author with J. Caplan), Documenting Individual Identity: The Development of State 

Practices in the Modern World (co-editor with J. Caplan), Princeton University Press, 2001. 
 
   “The Great War and the Birth of the Modern Passport System,” in Documenting Individual Identity: 

The Development of State Practices in the Modern World (co-editor with J. Caplan), Princeton 
University Press, 2001. 

 
   “States and the Regulation of Migration in the Twentieth-Century North Atlantic World,” in Peter 
 Andreas and Tim Snyder, eds., The Wall Around the West: State Borders and Immigration 
 Controls in North America and Europe (Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2000), pp. 31-54. 
 
   “Coming and Going: On the State Monopolization of the Legitimate ‘Means of Movement’,” 
 Sociological Theory 16:3 (November 1998): 239-259.  Translated into French as “Aller et venir: 
 le monopole étatique des ‘moyens légitimes de circulation,’” Cultures & Conflits no.31-32 (Fall-
 Winter 1998): 63-100. 
 
   “Le contrôle des passeports et la liberté de circulation: Le cas de l’Allemagne au XIXe siècle” 
 (“Passport Controls and Freedom of Movement in 19th Century Germany”), Genèses: Sciences 
 sociales et histoire 30 (March 1998): 53-76. 
 
   “Revolutions and Freedom of Movement: An Analysis of Passport Controls in the French, Russian, and 
 Chinese Revolutions,” Theory and Society 26:6 (December 1997): 837-868. 
 
   “The Abortive Revolution Continues: East German Civil Rights Activists Since Unification,” Theory 
 and Society 24:1 (February 1995): 105-134. 
 
   “Coming to Terms with the Communist Past: East Germany in Comparative Perspective,” German 
 Politics (December 1993): 415-35. 
 
   “The Post-Unification Left and the Appropriation of History,” German Politics and Society 30 (Fall 
 1993): 7-20. 
 
   “The Political Arsenal of the German Past”(with A. James McAdams), German Politics and Society 30 

(Fall 1993): 1-6. 
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PUBLICATIONS, cont’d. 
 
Refereed Articles and Book Chapters, cont’d. 
   “Two Movements, Not a Revolution: Exodus and Opposition in the East German Transformation, 
 1989-90,” German Politics and Society 26 (Summer 1992): 21-42. 
 
   “Habermas and the Historians (Introduction to Special Issue on the Historikerstreit),” New German 
 Critique 44 (Spring/Summer 1988): 5-24. 
 
   “A New ‘Slave Revolt in Morals’?: The Meaning of the Debate over a Feminist Ethics,” Berkeley     
 Journal of Sociology 33 (1988): 73-93. 
 
   “Ethics and Critical Theory: From Horkheimer to Habermas,” Telos 69 (Fall 1986): 68-84. 
 
Journal Special Issues 
   “World Civility?” Special Issue of Journal of Human Rights, (co-edited with Ariel Colonomos, CERI, 

Paris, France), 3:2 (June 2004). 
 
   “The Past as Arsenal: Debating German Unification,” Special Issue of German Politics and Society 30
 (Fall 1993) (co-edited with A. James McAdams). 
 
Book Reviews 
   “Through Thick and Thin: Surveillance After 9/11,” invited review essay on Michael Ignatieff, The 

Lesser Evil: Political Ethics in an Age of Terror; David Lyon, Surveillance After September 11; 
and Mary Pattillo, David Weiman, and Bruce Western, eds., Imprisoning America: The Social 
Effects of Mass Incarceration, in Contemporary Sociology 36: 2 (March 2007): 116-119. 

 
   Robin Wagner-Pacifici, The Art of Surrender: Decomposing Sovereignty at Conflict’s End, reviewed in 

Canadian Journal of Sociology Online, March-April 2006, available at: 
http://www.cjsonline.ca/reviews/artofsurrender.html.  

 
   Jon Elster, Closing the Books: Transitional Justice in Historical Perspective reviewed in European 

Political Science, forthcoming. 
 
   Michael Mann, The Dark Side of Democracy: Explaining Ethnic Cleansing, reviewed in Contexts 4: 3 

(Summer 2005): 60-62. 
 
   Randall Hansen and Patrick Weil, eds., Dual Nationality, Social Rights and Federal Citizenship in the 

U.S. and Europe: The Reinvention of Citizenship, reviewed in International History Review, 25: 3 
(September 2003): 984-985. 

 
   Dieter Gosewinkel, Einbürgern und Ausschließen: Die Nationalisierung der Staatsangehörigkeit vom 

Deutschen Bund bis zur Bundesrepublik Deutschland, reviewed in Bulletin of the German 
Historical Institute, London, vol. XXIV, No. 2 (November 2002): 87-93. 

 
   Keechang Kim, Aliens in Medieval Law: The Origins of Modern Citizenship, reviewed in Journal of 

Interdisciplinary History, 33:1 (Summer 2002): 103-104. 
 
    

http://www.cjsonline.ca/reviews/artofsurrender.html
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Book Reviews, cont’d. 
Gary Jonathan Bass, Stay the Hand of Vengeance: The Politics of War Crimes Tribunals, reviewed in 

Journal of Human Rights 1:1 (March 2002): 138-140.   Michael Hechter, Containing 
Nationalism, reviewed in Contemporary Sociology, 30:3 (May 2001): 287-288. 

 
   Steve Hochstadt, Mobility and Modernity: Migration in Germany, 1820-1989 and Saskia Sassen, 

Guests and Aliens, reviewed in Journal of Interdisciplinary History 31:2 (Autumn 2000): 281-4. 
 
   Wolfgang Sofsky, The Order of Terror: The Concentration Camp, reviewed in Contemporary
 Sociology 26:6 (November 1997): 719-720. 
 
   Norbert Elias, The Germans and Daniel Jonah Goldhagen, Hitler’s Willing Executioners, reviewed 
 in Sociology (UK) 31:1 (February 1997): 168-171. 
 
   Konrad Jarausch, The Rush to German Unity, reviewed in German Studies Review 18:2 (May 1995): 
 378-379. 
 
   John Street, Rebel Rock: The Politics of Popular Music, reviewed in Theory, Culture, & Society 6:1 
 (February 1989): 155-158. 
 
   “Ethical Neutrality and False Relativism” (review of Kristin Luker, Abortion and the Politics of 

Motherhood), Berkeley Journal of Sociology Vol. 31 (1986): 184-187. 
 

Selected Journalistic Writings 
   “Evils of history will not be expunged with cash,” Times Higher Education Supplement, January 5, 

2007. 
 
   “HipHop und Graswurzel: Entsteht in den USA eine neue Reparations-Bewegung?” (“Hip-Hop and the 

Grassroots: Is a New Reparations Movement Emerging in the USA?”), Frankfurter Rundschau 
(Germany), 14 August 2002; available at: http://www.fr-aktuell.de/  

 
   “Bloody Tuesday,” OpenDemocracy: Thinking for our Time 6 (15 September 2001), available at: 

http://www.opendemocracy.net/forum/document_details.asp?CatID=95&DocID=652  
 
   “The Past After the Future,” OpenDemocracy: Thinking for our Time 6 (30 August 2001), available at: 

http://www.opendemocracy.net/forum/document_details.asp?DocID=599&CatID=18  
 
   “Wer keinen hat, kommt nicht weit” (“Those without one don’t get far”), Der Tagesspiegel (Berlin), 25 
 April 1999, p. W3. 
 
   “Affluent Secessionists: Italy’s Northern League,” Dissent (Summer 1994): 311-315. [Translated into 

Italian as “La Lega Nord vista dagli Stati Uniti,” Commentari 1:2 (Dicembre 1993): 25-29.] 
 
   “Split in East German Opposition: Working Class and Intellectuals at Odds over Direction,” San 

Francisco Chronicle 31 January 1990, p. S2. 
 
   “The Anxious Dreams of the Middle Class,” The East Bay Express 13 October 1989, pp. 8-9. 
 
   “What’s in a Number?: The Ends of Sociology,” The Nation 9 October 1989, pp. 393-395. 

http://www.fr-aktuell.de/
http://www.opendemocracy.net/forum/document_details.asp?CatID=95&DocID=652
http://www.opendemocracy.net/forum/document_details.asp?DocID=599&CatID=18
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