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Editorial

November is one of the
busiest months in the Ful-
bright Program year. The
0 MepdrtiAg requirements for
the past program year of
201011 have to met; the
201212 program year is in
full swing; the selection of
grantees for the 20123
program year starts; and
planning for 20134 begins
(accompanied by more and
greater financial uncertain-
ties than usual). The pur-
pose of this Newsletter is
to keep the grantees,
alumni, associates, and
friends of the Fulbright Pro-

gram in Austria abreast of
what is going on. One of
my suggestions is to view
the hyperlinked lists of pro-
gram participants at the end
of the Newsletter because
they show how diverse the
program is: not only in
terms of disciplines or fields
of specializations but also in
terms of homes and desti-
nations of Fulbright Pro-
gram participants. Enjoy!

ir. LonnieZﬁnson

Dr. Lonnie Johnson
AAEC Executive Director

Dr
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pioneers of AustriamdAmerican educational and
cultural exchange after World War II. He
played a crucial role in the establishment and
development of programs and institutions that
have been instrumental in the promotion of
AustrianAmerican exchange and understand-
ing since the 1950s.

Willy Schlagds initidl
States started in July 1944 as a German POW,|
He was captured in Normandy and interned in
Nebraska, where he husked corn, served as a
camp interpreter, and taught USAF officers
from McCook Airbase German. He returned
home in 1946 to study law at the University of
Vienna and was among the inaugural group of
forty-five young Austrians the United States
occupational forces recruited to send to the
United States under the auspices of the Smith
Mundt Information and Educational Exchange
Act of 1948.(continued on pg 2)
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(continued from pg 1)
Willy benefited from this foundational piece of U.S. post
war public diplomacy legislation and spent the 288%cademic
year studying political science at UCLA. Upon his return to Vie
Willy was an ideal candidate for the position of the founding exe
tive secretary of the U.S. Educational Commission, a binational

www.fulbright.at

that was established by the Austrian and U.S. governments in J ULBRIGH
1950 to manage the recently established Fulbright Program. He ((({1})}))

worked closely with key U.S. officials and organizations as well
with Austrian ministries and universities to get bilateral exchang
of Austrian and American students and scholars up and running Austnan Cultural Forum.
the 195252 academic year and helped establish the policies an \q,, York, New York
procedures that guided the Fulbright program through its initial 4cny org
years in occupied Austria. Starting in the summer of 1951, Willy
escorted large groups of Austrian Fulbright grantees by train to
western European ports like Genoa, where they boarded ships bound for New York, an
in September 1951 he welcomed the first of many groups of U.S. grantees at the bomb
out ViennaWestbahnhoHe considered supporting and orienting Fulbright grantees, esp
cially the U.S. students in Austria, to be among his foremost responsibilities. He did so
with great enthusiasm, and Fulbright grantees from the 1950s remember him with grea
affection.

Willy understood the peculiarities of American and Austrian institutional culture:
and bureaucracies, and he was a genuine diplomat who managed to negotiate Austriar 0l ch habe|l es g
American differences and interfaces exceptionally well. In 1955, he joined the Austrian
istry of Education, which also was responsible for the promotion of Austrian culture
abroad at the time. In 1956, the Ministry dispatched him to New York City to found and
direct the Austrian Cultural Institute: an institution conceived to serve as a clearing hou:
for cultural relations between Austria and the U.S.. Willy also actively reached out to ths
large, predominantly Jewish, Austrian exile and expatriate community in the metropolite
area, and he was responsible for buying the brownstone townhouse on E4Stbet
that served as the Austrian Cul tural I r home
down to make way for a new flagship structure and the current home of the Austrian Ct
tural For um. Rai mund Abr ah afounBstory fowmet veas n & alccl air
built on a lot twentyfive feet wide.
(continued on pg 3)
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(Willy Schlag)

Fulbrighters tour
Carrige Museum with
Willy Schlag as guide
(far left), photo
courtesy of Grace
Hagedorn, US Student
Fulbrighter 1951 -52



http://fulbright.at/
http://www.acfny.org/the-building/architecture/

Issue 4 Page 3

N

www.fulbright.at

~ lomatische ULBRIGH
- A IS o

prernational Studies |

Executive directors of
the Austrian Fulbright
Commission at the
celebration of the cen-
tennial anniversary of J.
William Fulbright at

the Diplomatic Acad-
emy in Vienna in 2005:
(I. to. r.) Lonnie John-
son, (1997-present);
Willy Schlag (1950 -55);
Gunter Frahwirt (1983 -
1997)

(continued from pg 3)

I n New York, W Illyds former U.S. Ful bright ngnt ees
sonal and institutional contacts all over the U.S., and he reconnected with E. Wilder Spaulding, a legendary cu
tural affairs officer who had been the first chair of the Austrian Fulbright Commission board in Vienna inld950.
the following years, Willy collaborated with Spaulding, who authored the clksiQuiet Invaders: The Story of
Austrian Impact on Amer@gioneering history of the contributions of Austrian immigrants to the American way
of life published by Friedrich Unger

After eleven years in New York, Willy returned to Vienna in 1967 where he spent the majority of the
next decade working as a senior ministerial official responsible for bilateral cultural affairs, includingye#inree
stint as the director of the Austrian Cultural Institute in London. In 1976, the Austrian government wanted to
endow a leading American university to establish a center for Austrian studies as a bicentennial gift of the people
of Austria to the United States. I't |l aunched a pJroj ect
apiece to raise funds in Austria for this gift, and fhmerikasterproject was a phenomenal popular success. As
the key player for the Austrian Ministry of Science and Research in this project, Willy Schlag played a leading fole
in managing the competition of the fifteen U.S. institutions interested in hosting such an institution, and he was
instrumental in the negotiation of the agreement that ultimately led to a $ 1,000,000 gift of the Republic of Aus-
tria to the University of Minnesota in 1977. This led to the establishment of the Center for Austrian Studies di-
rected by William E. Wright, a former Fulbright student and scholar in Austria in the 1950s and 1960s, with
whom Willy also worked closely during the initial years of the CAS in the 1970s.

Willy Schlag ended his distinguished career of public service as the director of the ministerial departmgnt
responsible for national and university libraries, federal museums, and monument protection and retired as a OJi-
rector General Gektionschah 1984. Although Willy was the recipient of many awards and the highest of hon-
ors, includinglas GroRe Goldene Ehrenzeichen fiir Verdienste um die Republiki@stexseicimodest man with
an impeccable sense of tact and a fine sense of humor.

In the Fulbright Commission archives, there is an old USIS photo of Willy lugging Fulbright student lug
gage around at the train station in Vienna in September 1951. When | asked him in the course of an interview
for a documentary if carrying luggage was part of his executive responsibilities, he reflected briefly, smiled, anq
said:lch habe es gerngemachtWi | | y Schl ag was al ways o0glad to dojit.o
to help that he brought to so many important tasks benefited so many people and made it such a pleasure to be
associated with him. The Fulbright Program in Austria, the Austrian Cultural Forum in New York, the Center of
Austrian Studies at the University of Minnesota, and the Austrian Ministry for Science and Research in Viennaljall
are indebted greatly to him for his pioneering spirit and his pioneering achieverieritat es gern gemacht.

Lonnie Johnson, AAEC Executice Director

This obituary appeared in the Austrian Studies Newsletter, Vol. 23, No. 2, Fall 2011
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Welcome to our team!

INTHIS ISSUE:

Pg. 1:3
Dr. Willy Schlag Obituary

Pg. 4

Welcome New Staff Members

| Dr. Jurgen H6rmann,

TA Program for US Citizens
The Austrian American Educational | Jhoermann@fulbright.at Pa. 5
Commission is pleased to welcome new 9.
staff member Dr. Jirgen Hérmann, whose core responsibilities will be Fulbright-EUR Staff Workshop
managing the US Teaching Assistant Program that is financed by the the
Austrian Federal Ministry for Education, Arts and Culture. There are
approximately 140 U.S. teaching assistants working in schools in all nine Pa. 6
Austrian provinces. USTAs are present in more than 200 schools and 400 9:
classrooms in any given week, during which they have contact with an New Fulbright-Botstiber
estimated 40,000 students.

AustrianAmerican relations early as a high school student in Virginia. He
then went on to study English and History (with teaching accreditation) at
the University of Vienna, and worked as a Fulbright German Language

Fulbright Mach Grants

an active longlistance runner. Other interests range from Austrian con-

temporary history and culture to watching cartoons. Honor

Istanbul Advising Workshop

- Pg.9

Fulbright Participants, 2011-12
USTA Participants, 201112

We are also pleased to have a new
Program Assistant, Molly Roza. Molly
first was associated with the AAEC in
200910, as a Fulbright grantee with
an oral history research project on
women in postwar Vienna. Molly is
originally from California and
graduated from Agnes Scott College

(GA) with a degree in history.

Molly Roza, www.fulbright.at

Program Assistant

staff@fulbright.at ULBRIGH
T /I~
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Jiirgen was born and raised in Vienna, Austria, but had his first taste of Awards for American Studies

Teaching Assistant at St. Maryodés College of Maryl
studies, he taught Business English as an adjunct lecturer at the University Pg. 7
of Applied Sciences in Pinkafeld and wrote his doctoral dissertation at the US Fulbright Orientation
University of Vienna in Austrian post World War |l soeazonomic his-

tory. After completing his doctoral studies, he worked as a Teaching As- The Fulbright Stammtisch
sistant with the JET Program in Tokyo then returned to Austria to teach

English at the HAK Sacré Coeur in Vienna. He joined the AAEC staff in

June 2011 and still teaches evening courses in Business English at the FH Pg. 8
bfi in Vienna. As a trained ski instructor his interests include all mountain

sports, including skiing, snowboarding, hiking and-aickbing. He is also Dr. Johnson Receives Cross of
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Fulbright -EUR Staff Workshop

- y From August 30 to September 2, 2011, the AAEC organized and hosted a
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Erica Lutes (Belgium) discuss-  gyjpright grant categories (incoming Americans and outgoing European stu-

ing issues with Paula Lemnos  gents. scholars, language teaching assistants as well as special programs) ar
(Portugal) over coffee.

Yaprak Dalat Ward (Turkey) and Lonnie Johnson 1 Creative Orientations (UK)
taking part in a discussion.

workshop at theAmerika Hauis Vienna for staff from Fulbright Commissions
in Europe (or EUR as the State Department acronym goes). The Fubbright
EUR Staff Workshop brought together thirfjwve Fulbright Commission staff
members from twentyone countries, and it presented a welcome opportu-
nity for staff members from across Europe to meet and exchange ideas and
best practices. Representatives from the Institute for International Education
(IIE), the Council for International Exchange of Scholars (CIES), and the Bu-
reau of Educational and Cultural Affairs at the US State Department (ECA),
were also present to serve as facilitators and provide expertise on individual
aspects of Fulbright program management. The program covered each of thg

gave participants opportunities to discuss a wide variety on challenges associ

ated with the program ranging from visas and residency permits in Europe an
the USA over grantee orientation and cultural enrichment programs to tracklng and
working with Fulbright alumni. s —
In the course of the threanda
half day event, there were amp
opportunities for participants to
share experiences and to com-
pare notes, and each of the pa
ticipants was given an opportu
nity to make a brief presentatio
on what they considered to be \
one their own
best practices. Conference par |
ticipants genuinely appreciated |
the innovative approaches of |4
their colleagues from other Ful
bright commissions and left Vi-
enna with long lists of new idea

and things to do. Conference participants from
Norway, Greece, Hungary,
Turkey and Austria.

Some Favorite Best Practices:

1 Paperless Application Process
(Portugal)

1 Online Application Review (Italy)

T Hyphenated Awards (Austria and UK)

1 Enrichment Activities for Grantees
(several Commissions)

T Alumni Reentry Program (Turkey)

7 Informational YouTube Videos
(Belgium)

7 Social Media Use (Austria and others)

dit
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New Fulbright -Botstiber Awards for Austrian -
American Studies!

The AustrianAmerican Educational Commission is
pleased to announce that it has received a $ 120,000
award from the Dietrich W. Botstiber Foundation to fun
two one-semester FulbrighBotstiber Visiting Professors
of AustrianAmerican Studied one for Austrian scholars
to be hosted by institutions in the U.S. and one for U.S
scholars to be hosted by institutions in Austddor three
years starting with the 20123 academic year. The
purpose of the FulbrighBotstiber awards in Austrian
American Studies is to promote the understanding of tt
historical relationship between Austria and the United
States.The Austrian Fulbright Commission and the
Botstiber Foundation are particularly interested in
soliciting applications in the fields of history, the social science
economics, and law but also will welcome qualified applications from other disciplines,
including but not limited to literature, music, and the arts. The awards will function in a
mirror reverse manner. Grant proposals require the collaboration of potential Fulbright
Botstiber scholars and potential host faculty from institutions in Austria or the United
States, respectively.

é)ietrich W. Botstiber

Host faculty will responsible for effectively anchoring visiting FulbBglstiber scholars
in the curriculum, host department, and other activities of the host institution. Flexible
combinations of lecturing and research will allow Fulbribtstiber Visiting Professors
of AustrianAmerican Studies to reach out to students and to make scholarly
contributions to their disciplines at the same time.

For information on the inaugural FulbrigBbtstiber award for Austrians to the United
States with an application deadline of October 30, 2011 for 2012/13, contspit/
www.fulbright.at/fulbrighfor-austrians/scholars/botstiber.htnfor information on the
parallel award for U.S. citizens to Austria for 2013/14, consult the website of the Council
for International Exchange of Scholarsyw.cies.org

Dietrich Botstiber was born in 1912 in Vienna and graduated from the Technical
University of Vienna in 1935. He emigrated to the U.S. in 1938 to begin his many
faceted career as a engineer, business man, and entrepreuner. He founded TEDECO
(the Technical Development Company), a leader in the development of sensory devices,
in 1951 and the Botstiber Foundation in 1995.

Fulbright -Mach Awards for Doctoral Candidates

The Austrian Ministry of Science and Research and the
AAEC have agreed to fund Fulbright doctoral dissertation
candidates under the auspices of the Ministry Ernst Mach
Awards that are managed by the Austrian Agency for Inter-
national Cooperation in Education and Research (OeAD).
Mach Awards are open to graduate students and doctoral
candidates from all over the world to pursue advanced re-
search in Austria. FulbrigiMach awards will be offered
annually as of the 20112 program. The inaugural recipients
of the FulbrightMach Research Awards this year are Tessa

ton.

The Austrian Ministry of Science
postgraduate awards program is named after
Austrian physicist and philosopher Ernst Mach (1838 -

1916)

Wegener, Paul Buehler, Benjamin Esswein and Jeffrey Hor-

and

www.fulbright.at
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The Botstiber
Foundation

e xi got s

provide
scholarships
to talented
students of
good moral
character in
the fields of
science,
technology
and
commerce; to
promote an
understanding
of the historic
relationship
between the
United States
and Austria;
to support
programs that
prevent
cruelty to
animals and
human
beings; and to
reform
education
systems in the
fields of
science,
technology
and
commerce.

(botstiber.com)
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US Fulbright Orientation Page 7

This yearés US Ful brigh
ULBRIGH Scholars were greeted in Vienna by beautiful
T /I~ _ .
s g early fall weather and high hopes for a happy

and productive year of teaching and
research. The grantees, which included two
professors and thirteen students, were
welcomed by Dr. Johnsonadda n Kr [, t h
'US Embassyds Public Aff
the course of the next three days, grantees
enjoyed a stimulating orientation session
L . . that covered topics varying from Austrian
oLiving I history to US culture, to the modern

‘ Austrian media and political scene. Guest
for 9 months, I US Fulbright Grantees in front of the . P
Museumsquartier, home of the Fulbright office speakers includeBr. Marcus Bergman,

enjoyed access to Austrian Ministry of Foreign AffairBrof.
Peter Gerlich Department of Political Sciences, University of Vienna; Dr. Thomas Hofer,
H&P Public Affairs; ardr. Josef Leidenfrosfustrian Ministry of Science and Reseaiah.
possibility to have addition to the theoretical background they gained, the grantees also learned about Austria
firsthand by touring the Viennesenenstadand the National Archives. The week was
discussions about rounded out with a trip to
the lovely Wachau Valley,
where the grantees it “1
US Fulbright Students, Scholars,
staff, and family members in front of
the abbey church in Melk

www.fulbright.at

locals and the

topics that would

have never evolved sampled such Austrian
classics a$afelspitand

in interactions had Griiner Veltlineand enjoyec
the scenery from the deck .=
of a riverboat. While in the ™SS

resear ch tWachap, the grantees alsc "
had the chance to tour the ;" 1
historic Benedictine abbey "
Elizabeth Anthony, Pho ~ at Melk, which includes .
numerous fine examples o i
Medieval and Baroque art, i
as well as an extensive — +
library. In addition to their &
explorations in Melk, RS
grantees enjoyed the
opportunity to investigate
the Medieval town of
Dirnstein and climb to the

on a 3 month

US Fulbright Student 20111

top of the ruined castle — ; = " s BN g
there.

Stammtisch A new tradition: The Fulbright  Stammtisch

K&uzchen, Gardegasse The firstever official Fulbrighbtammtisctvas held on October 21, 2011, and was a rol-

8, 1070 Wien licking success. The numerous attendees included Austrian and American Fulbright grant-

(www.k&uzchen.at ) ees, USTAs, alumni, AAEC staff members and significant others of all sorts. Before the
Fulbright horde descended upon Kauzchen, a-bafér at Gar degasse 8 in

Dates: district, attendees had the chance t0  s—— —

October 21, 2011 participate in a free private tour of the ™ s

December 2, 2011 6Totem and Taboo®

January 27, 2012 Museumsquartier.

February 24, 2012 The Stammtischill continue to be held

March 23, 2012 on a rough monthly basis, and will be

April 20, 2012 preceded by a museum tour or simila

June 1, 2012 cultural opportunity.Stammtisctates
for 201112 are listed on the left; more

Time: information will be posted on the

5:30 pm, open -ended Fulbright Forunas plans are finalized.

One of the three tables occupied by Fulbrighters at
the October 2011 inagural Stammtisch
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Austrian Fulbright Commission Director Awarded
Austrian Cross of Honor for Science and Art, First Class

oColumbia
University Dr. Lonnie Johnson, Executive Director of the Austd&merican Educational
extremely Commission (the Fulbright Commission in Austria), received the Austrian Cross of

Honor for Science and Art First Class from Dr. Karlheinz Tochterle, the Austrian
challenged me, Federal Minister for Science and Research, for deepening ties between Austria and th
United States. The honor was awarded to Dr. Johnson on June 21, 2011 as part of anj
award ceremony for those receiving high honors of the Republic of Austria at the

11

but at the same

time advanced Austrian Federal Ministry for Science and Research in Vienna.
me. | was more Dr.. T®° c_ht er I e congr at ul at.ed .t he awar defps
: achievements in their respective fields, but also on the impressive careers of these
productive than outstanding personalities. o Their profgssi
ever before and strengthened Austria as a science and research location, he added. After his studies if
in the U.S. and Austria, Johnson®6s carpger
realized six short for European Studies Vienna Program. From 1991 to 1994, he was Associate Directof

for Program Development at the Institute for Human Sciences (Institut fur die
Wissenschaften vom Menschen). He was then employed at the Austrian Academic
months. They Exchange Service (OAD), where his last position was as Director of the Office of
International Relations.
Since 1997, Johnson h
received very directed the oldest and
largest academic
exchange program

at Columbia and between Austria and
the United States. His
books includevienna:
New Yor k CiTheyPastand the Prese
(with Inge Lehne)
Introducing Austria: A

Christoph Rainer i |
Austrian Fulbrig%t Student Short HIStor&ndcemral |
Europe: Enemies,

201011 _ Tes, =
MFA in Film Studies ~ N€ighbors, Frientts

Columbia University  third revised and
enlarged edition of
which Oxford
University Press

published in 2011.

films in only a few

were shown and

g

positive feedback

some cinemas in

Fulbright Alumni

Please keep us informed
of your contact data at

staff@fulbright.at

Istanbul Advising Workshop

Mag. Alexandra Enzi participated
in a two day mock admissions
workshop in Istanbul, Turkey in
July 2011. The workshop was led
by Alison Hope Jesse from UNC
Chapel Hill, and focused on un-
dergraduate and graduate admis-

sions for a day each.

Austrian alumni can
become members of the
Austrian Fulbright Alumn
Association at

alumni.fulbright.at

EducationUSA advisors in Istanbul




