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Plagiarism and the Fulbright Program
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Enhancements to plagiarism review process have been made through efficiency, accuracy, and 
alignment of processes across inbound programs.

Aligning Fulbright 
review process with 
US admissions and 

academic publication 
standards.

Importance of 
maintaining integrity 

(perceived and actual) 
of the Fulbright 

selection process.

Avoiding reputational 
impacts.

Preparing candidates 
for US academic 

expectations.



4

Plagiarism Agreement in the Fulbright Application



Plagiarism Review: Automated Software Review

• Plagiarism agreement and procedure have been aligned for 
all inbound Fulbright Programs: Foreign Student, Visiting 
Scholar, and FLTA.

• Plagiarism acknowledgment is now included in all Fulbright 
inbound applications.

• Software solution aligned across programs in FY20 and FY21:

• iThenticate software has been implemented and all 
applications are run through software as part of technical 
review for both IIE and self-placed candidates.

• iThenticate is the leading provider and industry standard for 
institutions in helping to ensure academic integrity.
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iThenticate: Plagiarism Detection Software

• Top of the line, industry standard software used by US universities and by academic 

journals. 

• Software checks submissions against the content database and if a submission's content 

is similar to or matches against one or more sources, it will be flagged for review.

• The content database includes 70 billion web pages, as well as millions of periodicals, 

journals, publications and conference proceedings (Ithenticate, 2020).

• IIE also uses a custom database that includes all previously scanned documents.

• iThenticate provides a similarity report with percentage breakdowns.
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Sample ithenticate Report*
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Types of Plagiarism
Plagiarism Type Description Commonness Seriousness

Secondary Source
Using a secondary source, but only citing the primary sources 
contained within the secondary source. 

6.9/10 6.4/10

Invalid Source Referencing either an incorrect or non-existent source. 3.9/10 7.3/10

Duplication
When a researcher reuses work from their own previous studies 
and papers without attribution.

6.3/10 7.5/10

Paraphrasing
Taking another person’s writing and changing the words, making 
it appear the idea/research is original. 

7.5/10 7.6/10

Repetitive 
Research

Repeating data or text from a similar study with a similar 
methodology in a new study without proper attribution.

7.1/10 7.6/10

Replication
Submitting a paper to multiple publications, resulting in the 
same manuscript being published more that once.

4.2/10 7.7/10

Misleading 
Attribution

An inaccurate or insufficient list of authors who contributed to a 
manuscript or study.

4.8/10 8.2/10

Unethical 
Collaboration

Using written work, outcomes, and ideas that are the result of a 
collaboration without citing the participants involved.

5.3/10 8.2/10

Verbatim 
Plagiarism

Copying another’s words and works without providing proper 
attribution, indentation or quotation marks.

2.3/10

Complete 
Plagiarism

When a researcher takes a study, manuscript or other work from 
another researcher and resubmits it under their own name.

2.3/10 8.8/10
(Turnitin, 2016)



Plagiarism Procedure: Communications with ECA, 
Commissions, and Posts

Inbound applications will be run through the software system upon panel submission during technical 
review. Software Check

Applications with a similarity score higher than 10% will be reviewed by IIE's team to determine if 
there are concerns of plagiarism or not.

IIE Review

IIE team makes a recommendation to the applicable Program Director if it is a case of plagiarism or if it 
was a “false hit”, meaning that proper citation was included but not picked up by the software.

IIE 
Recommendations

If the case is found to be plagiarism, Program Director will provide the recommendation for 
disqualification to ECA and then Commission/Post will be notified.

Plagiarized 
Applications

If the case is found NOT to be plagiarism, a re-write may be requested as universities use this software 
and the material could potentially get hit again and cause other problems for the applicant.

Non-Plagiarized 
Applications
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Resources for Scholars*

• American Journal Experts (AJE) White Paper:  Avoiding Plagiarism 
https://www.aje.com/dist/docs/Avoiding_Plagiarism.pdf

• Knowing and Avoiding Plagiarism During Scientific Writing 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4212376/

• Four Common Types of Plagiarism in Academic Publishing 
https://www.editage.com/insights/4-common-types-of-plagiarism-in-academic-publishing
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* These resources are external public resources shared as a courtesy and not specifically 
endorsed by the Fulbright Program although they may be useful to Fulbright Scholar applicants. 

https://www.aje.com/dist/docs/Avoiding_Plagiarism.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4212376/
https://www.editage.com/insights/4-common-types-of-plagiarism-in-academic-publishing

